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Writer: Jessica Brodeur  Photographer & Designer: Michelle Davis

Most of us probably know something about the 1940’s. 
You probably wrote a paper on WWII in socials class, own 
a vintage item that’s ‘so forties,’ or maybe you just know 
that it’s the decade stuck between the 30’s and 50’s.
I think that a lot of things that we use blindly today, things 
that define our generation - our culture - have roots in the 
1940’s. 

A lot of the connotations that come with the words 
“teenager” or “youth” were formed back then. The term 
“juvenile delinquent” was coined during the later part of 
the war. With fathers away fighting the war and mothers 
working in the factories, kids were left with little discipline, 
lots of free time and consequently got into a lot of trouble. 
We should thank our grandparent’s for being the naughty 
kids they were. 

If you’ve ever “enjoyed” a frozen dinner, sealed up your 
leftovers in tin foil or a Tupperware container, owned a 
computer or a TV, you owe it to the 40’s. There are things 
that we – as youth today – have always lived with, and 
probably can’t imagine life without: iPods, laptops and 
remote controlled plasma flat screen TV’s. Back when 
the computer weighed 30 tonnes and was the size of 
your bedroom, the engineers probably never thought 
that it would one day harbor an entire generation of kids 
growing up staring blankly into screens playing video 
games. 

Nor could they have fantasized the infinite benefit of 
handing in homework on a chip the size of a stick of gum, 
or research comprised of typing in a word and pressing 
“I’m Feeling Lucky.” We should realize that we are the first 
generation in history to have all of this at our “disposal.”

Fortunatley, the chunky technology of the 40’s is out of 
style, but some things are back. If you haven’t heard Benny 
goodman playing on the radio, or Sinatra in Starbucks, 
then you must be living under a rock. This isn’t just the 
music of our grandparents. This is becoming our own. 
Have you checked the copyrights on your newest Michael 
Bublé album? Or the latest blockbuster hit, for that matter? 
We are the forties, in a warped way. 

You’re not alone if you feel you are being patronized for 
being a youth. Nor are you offbeat for enjoying swing 
music. Despite our best attempts to avoid the thought, our 
“original” culture is a mix of hand-me-downs: be it from our 
babysitters, mean-ass older brothers and sisters, parents 
or grandparents. 

These are the facts every generation of young people must 
accept while moving through the never-ending cycle of 
style. 

1940’s:
back  in   full  swing



Dancers: Eric Shaw, Edina Hechanova



I  think  we  should  all  learn  to  swing  dance  because:
a) It’s  swanky
b) It’s   Classy
c) It’s  terribly  romantic

Swing
Kids

Writer: Krista Caldwell
Photographers: Andrew McCormack & 

Michelle Davis
Designer: Andrew McCormack



 Yeah, ok, it involves far less crotch on crotch 
friction, but swinging to Benny goodman can easily 
be as intimate as grinding to “goldigger”, maybe even 
more so.  Did I mention it is classy and swanky?

 Last night I got a taste of Vancouver’s swing 
scene at Lindy Bout II, the second annual weekend of 
swing dancing mayhem hosted here, in Vancouver.  
I had no idea what I was getting myself into. Had I 
known, I probably wouldn’t have shown up in blue 
jeans and a sweater.  I was sweating within seconds 
of stepping into the dance hall on the second floor of 
the grandview Legion on Commercial Drive.  Funny, 
since despite the fact that I was overdressed, I was 
underdressed. 

 Everyone else was in vintage 60’s attire.  The 
spring-floored hall was decorated with Christmas lights 
and vinyl records, and was alive with bouncing ringlets, 
flowing skirts and flying ties. A jazz quintet owned the 
stage. 

 I sat back and watched, feeling uncoordinated.  
It was like hitting a time warp (excuse the bad dance 
pun). After a couple of songs the start of the ‘Jack 
and Jill Finals’ was announced.  The floor was cleared 
and six couples took the spotlight.  The band started 
playing and immediately one of the couples leaped 
into the center of the floor and started swinging.  I 
was amazed.  It was hard to believe that it hadn’t 
been completely choreographed.   They had so much 
pizzazz!  Sixteen counts later, when the first couple 
swaggered off, the next couple took the stage with 
just as much energy as the first.  It’s hard to explain 
how intense it gets when the girls are whirling about, 
smiling wide while the guys jive-out. The dancers, and 
audience alike, looked like they were loving it.    
 
 Jack and Jills were over and the slow 
competition was starting.  I stared on with wonder.  

The girls are whirling about, 
smiling wide while the guys 
jive-out. 
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The dancers had charisma.  They 
stepped with confidence, and 
somehow always knew exactly 
what their partners were going 
to do.  I’d been there for an 
hour and still hadn’t noticed any 
miscommunication betweeen 
couples.  What the?

 I headed downstairs to the 
lounge to talk with some dancers: 
Devon, Logan, Walker and Léo.  I 
was glad to hear that Logan, 15, 
was here for his first dance at the 
legion.  (No one likes to be the only 
one who’s dazed and confused).  
I was impressed, because when 
I’d seen him dancing earlier his 
inexperience was not at all obvious.  
Apparently him and his mom had 
taken some lessons together years 
ago, and recently his friends had 
inspired him to revive it.  

 When I asked about how 
they seemed to look so natural 
they all agreed that they’d danced 
awkwardly at first.  They’d taken 
lessons to learn the basic moves.  
Initially, while they danced they 
focused on all of the moves they 
knew, and worried about where 
to put their feet.  With experience 
came comfort, confidence, and 
the ability to add personality to 
the moves creatively.   “Now, 
there’s nothing that goes through 
my head.  It’s all in the moment.” 
That’s how Léo explained it.  

 For three years, he, Devon, 
and Walker have been dancing 



Saturday:  Jungle Swing 
lesson   6:15 
Dance   9:00

www.jungleswing.ca
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their way between Swing events here in Vancouver, down in Seattle, and even over in 
Europe.  “It allows me to express my true passions through the art of movement with 
another person,” says Léo dramatically.  With that, they were summoned back upstairs 
for the next competition.

 As I stepped out the door onto Commercial, I was reminded of the when 
Brendan Fraser steps out of his Bomb Shelter onto a downtown street after 30 years 
underground in Blast From the Past: this was a different world.
 
 Walker invited me to come out to beginner’s class.  I have yet to check it out, but 
it is circled on my calendar.  As fun as it is to watch the dancers get jiggy with it, I want to 
get out there myself.  But to avoid embarrassment, I think I’ll learn a few moves first.  See 
you there?



MUSIC



Apple   bites   & 
teenage   kicks

Writer: Krista Caldwell
Designer: Andrew McCormack & Naz Parishani

Photographer: Naz Parishani

The first time I heard Stefana’s music I was eating 
cream-puffs with three of Vancouver’s finest singer song-
writers, helping to select participants for a song-writing 
mentorship program. We found Stefana’s folky pop music 
so enchanting that we had to discuss whether she was 
too good to include in the program. Our artists weren’t 
sure they’d have enough to teach her! Luckily for Stefana, 
we reasoned that she’d surely benefit from the program’s 
other perks: the recording-time and consultations with 
industry professionals. At the end of the meeting we were 
all still humming The Hunt, one of the two songs she 
submitted.
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Stefana
Fratila
I used my connections to get her contact information, and before long we met at a trendy JJ Bean in 
Yaletown. The Romania-born artist told me to look for her brown hair and black-rimmed glasses, but I 
recognized her by her bright red lipstick.  We bought coffee drinks that were almost too pretty to drink and sat 
down to talk. 



44M: How do you describe your sound?
I guess it’s a lot of different instruments.. But they’re all very little.  I don’t have 
any big instruments.  A little keyboard.  A ukelele. 

44M: What do you like to write about?
I like writing about people mostly, and a lot of history.  Random things like the 
Roman empire.  Stuff like that.

44M: Do you play with other people?
Yeah. Separate from myself I have a band, Us, Us, Us.  We’re playing tonight 
actually.  I play the keys and I’m singing.

44M: How is that different form doing your solo stuff?
I find it a lot harder when it’s a collaborative effort because everyone is trying to 
do their own thing; whereas when I’m recording by myself, I do everything one 
thing at a time and get to focus in on it. There’s no way for it to go on and on like 
it does with a band; I hate the sound of miscommunication in a band.

44M: You’re a writer, an improvist, and a musician, how do they all fit together?
Improv is the biggest thing in my life and music is what I do the most. Writing 
is what I care about the most - because - I really want to be good at it and I’ve 
written for much longer than I’ve done everything else. For someone to read a 
poem and feel anything, I think is incredible, because it’s just words. It’s a matter 
of finding a voice that isn’t anyone else’s.

44M: Do you feel that you incorporate improv into your songwriting?
Yeah, definitely.  Improv is pretty outrageous, like, the scene and the stuff you 
do.  And doing improv makes you realize that anything is possible on stage, and 
you can do the same thing with music.  You can talk about anything. You know, 
people sing about love, and it’s quite repetitive, and sometimes it can be good, 
but I think it’s important to find a different way of saying something that people 
can relate to, without saying it the same way.  Like, a lot of my lyrics, I don’t think 
they really make sense to people, but I think that’s the good thing, because then 
they can do what they want with them, and, you know, take it as it is. 

44M: What’s you song writing process? 
It’s always improvised.  Not always, but usually it’s the ukulele, and I just do the 
song.  Usually the first cut will be the first time I ever play it, and then I just add 
on to it.  Basically it’s just me improvising.  Sometimes my lyrics may not be so 
good so I’ll go back and alter them, but most of the time I keep it as it is.  If I’m 
improvising it it’s really in the moment, and a part of me wanted me to say that 
so I think that changing it is kind of unnecessary. 

44M: I really love your song The Hunt
I did that one in Romania last summer.  Yeah, that one was like a complete 
mistake.  You can hear me coughing and if you really listen you can hear my 
grandma talking to me while I’m playing. It’s a total-I’m on the couch doing this-
song.

44M: Do you have plans for after high School?
Yeah I want to study English Literature.  Probably at UBC first but I want to move 
to Paris.

44M: Why Paris?
Because I really like French and I go to Europe every summer.  It’s totally differ-
ent from here. I feel more comfortable there in a way.  Not safer necessarily, just 
more comfortable.  There are bakeries everywhere.  Stuff like that. Little things.

The interview was 
over, and I hadn’t 
even given Stefana 
a chance to put a 
dent in her artsy 
chai latte.

“For someone to read a poem and feel 
anything, I think is incredible, because it’s just 
words.”



I was thrilled to hear that our 
interview had been confirmed; 

it meant that I had to sneak out 
of class and catch the next bus 
downtown. When we got to St 

Wesley’s United Church, where 
the concert would take place, 

there was already the beginning 
of a line-up on the stone old stone 
steps out front.  We called Jose’s 

manager and minutes later Jose 
himself stepped out of a heavy 

antique door to let us inside (I was 
reminded of Jesus himself) He 

wasn’t at all the charismatic stud I 
had expected.  

Modest and quite reserved,  his 
presence was as gentle as his 

singing voice.  He led us upstairs to 
the Sunday school for the interview.  

We sat on miniature chairs around 
a miniature table to talk big.

JOSE
GONZAlEZ

`

I still cannot believe we got to meet Jose Gonzalez! The first thing I did when I got home was check Facebook 
to see the pictures of me and him, (together!)  As far as guitar playing singer song writers go, this Swedish idol 
is definitely my favourite. There’s something special about his music. The first time I listened to it I felt like I had 
heard his songs dozens of times. Recently, I was told that his songs were part of the soundtrack to the OC, so 
chances are, I had heard them dozens of times; nonetheless, every song on his album is beautiful, and aside from 
my death-metal-hungry grandfather, there is nobody to whom I wouldn’t recommend this album. 

Writer: Krista Caldwell   
Designer: Andrew McCormack
Photographer: Michelle Davis

`
` `
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“I  enjoy  the  sound  
of  very  soft  
voice  and  guitar  
with  angry  or  
frustrated  lyrics. “

44M: I noticed that this month you have only had two nights without shows.  How do 
you keep yourself interested in performing?
JG: It’s tricky.  I mean, I’ve been on tour with practically only twenty songs now for three 
years, or thirty songs, so I’ve noticed pretty early that it’s more about the audience than 
it’s about me enjoying playing those same songs.  It’s more about being in a new place, 
a new city, and having people reacting to the songs.  It’s only one hour each day.  I think 
the worst part of touring is that you are waiting everywhere.  You don’t have enough 
time to spend on things you want to. 
44M: What kind of places are you attracted to when you’re on tour?
JG: I always like cities that are near the water or have parks or good shopping.
44M: What about food?
JG: Oh yeah.  That’s a good thing about touring.  Thai, Indian, Italian…
44M: Sushi?
JG: Yes sushi.   But I’ve been trying to cut back on fish.
44M: Can you write when you’re on tour? 
JG: I’ve been trying to. It works to get sketches and song ideas, but I need continuous 
time to take crappy songs and polish them.
44M: What do you miss most about home?
JG: My friends I guess.  The city in itself I guess is a bit nostalgic.  I’ve always lived there.  
Touring the world, I’ve really noticed that it’s not the city in itself, it’s the people in there.  
It’s definitely my old friends. 
44M: Could you tell us a little about your town in Sweden
JG: Yeah.  It’s the second biggest town in Sweden.  It’s a seaport.  There is a lot of rain.  
It’s nice.  It’s a bit more than half a million people and a lot of music going on. 
44M: What kind of music?
Jg: A lot of death metal, punk, and rock.  And there’s a pretty big electronic scene.  
Pretty much everything.  You have a whole spectrum. 
44M: We heard you played in some punk bands.
JG: Yeah, in my first band I used to play the electric bass.  Our band was inspired by 
Black Flag.
44M: How did you make the transition between punk rock and acoustic?
JG: It wasn’t a change.  It was more like I was learning classical guitar, and learning 
how to play Simon and garfunkel songs and writing  my own songs at the same time 
as I was playing bass, so it was more of a gradual letting go of the bands when I started 
studying at the university.
44M: How do you think that has influenced your sound?
JG: Well, I think on the new album I focused on having a little more ‘fist in the air’ feeling, 
although it’s a very mellow style. I enjoy the sound of very soft voice and guitar with 
angry or frustrated lyrics. 
44M: Is there anyone who inspired you to become who you are, musically?
JG: Yes, I think especially Silvio Rodriguez, a Cuban singer songwriter from the late 
60’s, 70’s.  When I started writing I was sort of copying him.  He had this difficult guitar 
picking stuff along with symbolic, poetic, romantic and political lyrics and I think he was 
one big inspiration. 
44M: Do you consider any of your lyrics political?
JG: Umm..Not..Sort of political.  I always try to write them with a sense of urgency, and 
so they are similar to political songs, but I try not to be too specific about what they 
are about.  I want them to give you a sense of angriness without saying what I’m angry 
about.   
44M: What are you angry about? 
JG: [Laughs] There is plenty to be angry about.  I guess starting with the song How Low 
I will mention what I was thinking about.  It’s supposed to be a song about how certain 
systems lead to external effects, so sort of egoistic systems.  One thing that I was 
thinking about was media in the States:  this connection between education of the 



people and Opium for the people.  It’s difficult 
to watch television in the states without being 
interrupted by commercials.  Even the news is 
not too informative.  It’s not good journalism.  
That makes me angry, when you have a 
country that is so influential on the rest of the 
world not making sure that their people have 
the opportunity to know about things. 
44M: I read that Heartbeats was in a Sony 
commercial.  Do you have some kind of 
standard when deciding weather to let your 
song be used?
JG: Yeah.  I don’t like commercials in general 
so I feel like it has to be something that isn’t 
controversial.  I’m also egoistic in the sense 
that I want it to be used in a tasteful way.  
That commercial was pretty nice.  They used 
the music in a very artistic way.  But yeah, 
I’ve been turning down some offers, and I 
definitely feel that it’s something I don’t want 
to do too much. 
44M: At the same time, money makes the 
world go round.  I guess you need money to 
get your music out there
JG: It’s a very powerful tool these days.  It’s 
good to be realistic too.  I’m not too negative 
about commercials because when I think 
about other bands that do commercial, a lot 
of bands, they put out their new records, and 
spend a lot of time making the music, and it’s 
not always that they can live from the music.  
It’s good for them.
44M: I was wondering what your song-
writing process is like.  Do you start with 
lyrics and go from there?
JG: It’s the other way around.  I always 
start with guitar and I usually have a couple 
of riffs that I play over and over until I have 
melodies, and when the song is almost 
finished, I sit down and try and get words  
into the melodies.
44M: Why is it that you write most of your 
songs in English?
JG: Yeah. Uh, when I started writing lyrics 
I started in English and didn’t really reflect 
on it.  It’s really common in Sweden for 
kids to sort of imitate their favourite bands 
in English and I remember it felt like a good 
way to not be too direct in your lyrics.  Like, 
Swedish feels very direct; you understand 
every word.  English, it was a good way to 
hide, and be more poetic. 

44M: Have you ever considered doing anything with Jens Lekman?
JG: Yeah.  In 2003 we put out a split single.  It was Hand on Your Heart, and 
he did another song and we played together.  We’ve done a couple of shows 
and songs together.  We went to the same kindergarten actually.
44M: Cute.  What did you like to do in high school?
JG: I used to skate quite a lot, and then started playing bass in the hard-core 
band, so those were my big interests. 
44M: Do you bring your skate board on tour?
JG: I did on my first tour, but now I feel like if I fall… When you grow older 
everything hurts a lot more.  I’m chicken.

After the interview we left the Sunday 
school and went down into the 
church for a photo shoot.  Modest 
Jose seemed a little uncomfortable 
being photographed, until we did 
some goofy shots with him. We 
held up peace signs, but he 
taught us to do ‘The Cripple’ 
instead. Apparently it’s a 
Swedish gang sign that 
even a cripple can do.  
Something tells me that 
this talented star has a 
louder side...

  



  

cd REVIEWS

I’ll be honest; I’m a 
little skeptical about 
groups that headline 
Hollywood fame. Never 
the less this is some 
pretty good stuff. 
While not everyone is 
going to be a fan of the 
louder female vocals 
that run rampant, it 
works really well with 
the rest of the sound. 
Songs like Hot Kiss 
will have you rocking 
out, and others will 
have you feeling a 
little mellower. This is 
definitely driving music.

Ok so this might be a 
little dated by today’s 
standards, but the 
lack of knowledge 
about RJD2 is criminal. 
This is masterful 
stuff, instrumental 
hip-hop so to speak. 
Almost every track is 
addictive, with sounds 
like “ghostwriter” and 
“Silver Fox” being 
some of the calmest, 
most efficient relaxation 
bits I’ve heard.  For 
real, check it out. You 
won’t regret it.

Named after a Bukowski 
novel, Bring Me Your Love 
remains true to C&C fans, 
but with the addition of the 
banjo, tambourine, and 
harmonica. Dallas green 
keeps up his emotional 
and nearly morbid style 
of writing, with lyrics like 
‘every man needs a muse, 
and mine could be the 
bottle.’ Strangely though, 
some songs are head-
bobbing and even toe-
tapping worthy, despite 
the underlying melancholic 
tone. I have to admit 
though, my rating is slightly 
bias considering the song 
The girl made it onto my 
top 10 fav songs ever – but 
don’t take my word for it. 
Listen and be amazed at 
the soulful sweetness of this 
once screamotastic singer.

There are at least 
five songs in every 
track of pinback’s 
2007 release. Each 
instrument of every 
song tells its own story, 
whether it’s the relaxed 
drums, the lighthearted 
guitar, or the moony 
ambience of Zach 
Smith and Rob Crow’s 
voices. You can listen 
to this album and have 
a new experience 
over and over. It’s not 
your pump-up-the-
volume type of music, 
but it definitely has its 
purpose; for me, it’s 
sitting on the bus and 
forgetting about my 
busy day.  

Obese Records

Rating:

Hilltop  Hoods - The  Hard  Road  RESTRUNG Juliette lewis & The licks - Four On The Floor PINBACK - Autumn of the Seraphs
Touch & Go

Rating: Rating: Rating: Rating:

Solid. It’s a funny 
thing when you look 
at hip-hop because 
most people regulate 
it to North America. 
This is Australian beat 
at its finest. Behind 
the strong vocals is an 
obvious nod to older 
school vibes, and DJ 
Next’s samples work 
perfectly with the 
group’s overall feel. 
I’d recommend this 
to anyone looking for 
chill music; it helps that 
their older stuff kills 
too.

RJD2 - DEADRINGER CITY & COlOUR -  BRING ME YOUR lOVE
Dine AloneThe Militia Group Xl Recordings

graeme Taylor graeme Taylor 
graeme Taylor 

Jessica Brodeur

Leanne Kriz

Designer: Andrew McCormack



FASHION



Pretty 
in

Primaries
Blue and red don’t always make purple! Yellow and blue don’t need to 
make green! They make cute outfits for this season. Primary colours 
are in so lets get messy. 

Take yourself back to the finger painting days for inspiration and throw 
together an outfit worthy of your four year-old self! From puddle-jumping 
to flower picking, climbing trees, to running through sprinklers, it’s all 
about looking young and fresh this spring. 

So grab yourself some bright leggings, colourful pumps, and that 
fabulous blue jumper and go play with your pals!

Writers: gina Alpen & Leanne Kriz   Photographers: Andy White & Leanne Kriz   
Designers: Alex Murata & gina Alpen



FLORAL PRINT SHIRT AND CANARY YELLOW SHORTS FROM
 RIOT

BLUE  JEAN DRESS AND RED RAIN COAT FROM 
RIOT





Thanks to :

Riot 
Clothing and Accessories
1395 Commercial Drive,
Vancouver, BC,

Model: Nicole M. 
(NEXT Models).

Hair/Make-up: Robin Jang.
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DO  It  Yourself:

1

2

3

4

5

6

Materials needed:  Tie and 
collared shirt.

Pop your collar. Wrap tie around neck with 
seam facing inwards. Make sure 
the wide end hangs down low 
enough so your tie is the right 
length.

Cross wide end over thin end. Hold firmly with right hand 
and pull wide end under and 
upwards.

Now wrap over both the skinny 
end and your finger.

Writer & Designer:  Leanne Kriz Photographer:  Michelle Davis
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7

8

9
Pull wide end under and 
through neck whole.

Push end through knot and pull 
through.

Fiddle by pulling on thin end 
and holding knot.

Tie  a  tie

See Video Online
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                  W
hat  about        Art ?

Ever miss your elementary school 
colouring class? Do you ever wonder 
why finger painting is not provincially 
examinable? These days it seems 
that art is taking a back seat to every 
other subject in school. In such an 
academically oriented system, classes 
where creativity and freethinking are 
encouraged are hard to come by.  

What about art?



“  creativity   must 
be   embraced   and 

developed.   Things   
need   to   change...”



It’s all about Academics: they are the highest priority, the most important classes, and 
without them graduation is just a blissful unattainable dream. Not that your biology and 
your math principles aren’t important, the world needs its ‘smart people’.  But ask your 
typical high schooler if they enjoy these classes. I’ll bet that an excited “Oh my god, I just 
love it!!!” won’t be your standard response. Picture a regular school day: students drag 
themselves to class, slump into a seat at the back of the room and are made to believe: 
“make a mistake, you fail”. This quest for the one correct answer actually closes the minds 
of students. We now only look for what we are told is “right.” Sadly, this has become a big 
part of life. We’re constantly concerned about losing marks over the proper placement of a 
semi-colon or showing work in math: this is what we’ve been conditioned to do...

But remember when you liked school? Chances are that was when tear-aways were all 
the rage, you were still allowed to create and you weren’t under pressure to succeed or 
stressing over the memorization of pi to the eighth decimal. Back then creativity could 
flourish and flow and being right or wrong wasn’t the point.

Today we are teaching the great thinkers of our generation that their ideas are wrong if 
they aren’t widely accepted. In order for us to continue to move forward, creativity must be 
embraced and developed. Things need to change.

We were all born creative beings, possessing a desire to make original work. Whether it 
was singing, banging on pots and pans, finger painting, or taking a new box of Crayolas to 
Mom’s freshly painted kitchen wall, everyone found a beautiful way to express themselves. 
Even when you first made that blob of brownish yellow goo with just a touch of green, 
that you called a dragon, your teacher didn’t give you a fail, hopefully not anyways. giving 
people the freedom to make “mistakes” breaks open the floodgates to the magical realm 
of creativity. 

Introducing creativity to students through the arts could only have positive effects. Being 
active in their classes, creating meaningful original work would give unengaged students a 
chance to enjoy their education again.  Happy kids make happy adults; happy adults run 
happy societies, so…?

Let’s try it.
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Marci Herron and Greta Burley are opening an art studio in the Lonsdale area, a 
headquarters for the artists who will be selected to work on art projects for the city.
As I walked through the arched gate into the beautiful, wide overgrown garden, I 
thought, man this place is cool. I was only reassured of its awesomeness when I walked 
into the 100-year old house, cleaned up and fit for inhabitants. There were empty rooms 
in the main floor and upstairs, just ready to be filled with art supplies and canvases. In 
the living room, posters and art pieces were hung on the wall, and in the windowsill sat a 
pink flamingo, looking longingly out to the garden.
It was heaven. 

ART ON THE SHORE
Photographers: gina Andolfatto & Julia Herron   Writer: Liz Hughes   Designer: Alex Murata



44M: What inspired you to open up an art studio?
Marci: It’s something that’s needed on the north shore for youth. I was working on a project in this house and we only used the 
front room, the kitchen, and the living room. And I thought, this house would be perfect, for these people to use for their art stuff. 
So…we talked to the city and they thought it was a good idea, too! So, I guess…the house inspired us, if that works.

44M: Yes, it works :P. What type of program do you plan to run?
Marci: Right now we’re working with the city and Lonsdale Quay, so it’s a mural program that we’re running. We’ll have to 
complete 2 murals for Lonsdale Quay and. At the same time, the people that are working in the studio on the mural project can 
use the rest of the house for their art, but they have to report to the mural project in order to use it. So, it’s technically a mural 
project, with a studio attached to it.

44M: Who is this program directed to? Adults? Kids?
Marci: Kids. We’re going for ages 14 to 20 right now.
greta: People who are going to need space who don’t necessarily have room in their houses, can’t afford an apartment or an 
extra studio to have space, or maybe want to work with mediums that they can’t work with at home. Like, if there’s something 
you haven’t been able to do before in your house or your parents aren’t going to buy you the hundred dollars worth of equipment, 
which, for one person would be a lot of money, but for a bunch of kids…it makes it affordable, it makes it accessible.

44M: So, what arts are you guys going to be supporting in the studio? Like, is there going to be music or just visual arts…?
Marci: We’ve actually had an interest with integrating music in to the studio, and I think it’s a fantastic idea. But, with this house it 
doesn’t really work. I mean, an acoustic guitar, that kind of thing, that would be fine. But until we expand, we can’t really integrate 
the music. So now, it’s just visual arts. But in a while...it could be everything.
greta: The other problem is that we might not have the house long-term… So once we have a group of people established, we’re 
going to start being self-sustaining, and expand into different locations.
 
44M: Was the process of getting this entire project under the belt what you expected? Like, was it easier, harder?
Marci: Hard. Especially because we’re working with two different people, we’re working with The City of North Van and we’re 
working with Lonsdale Quay. It’s just opinions going into it, and everyone’s opinion has to be heard. It’s a very long process.
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44M: What type of feedback have you been getting in regards to the project?
Marci: All positive.
greta: Yeah.
Marci: It’s just such a good idea. Right now we have to come out with a product, and that’s the mural. But, once 
we can run and have a bunch of things going, people will be working on mosaics, people working on murals, 
people working on all kinds of stuff.  Once it becomes a self-sustaining entity, it will be a success.

44M: You both are artists…right? Have you guys tried doing this thing in the past?
Marci: This is technically called the Studio in the City IV. There have been 3 other ones previous to this, and I was 
part of two and greta was part of one. The first one that we did together was called Art Parks + Plazas and it was 
Studio in the City 2. We did the mosaic in the fountain at Lonsdale Quay, and…
greta: We did that black chair project at Mosquito Creek Park…
Marci: And at the senior’s home we built a huge garden for Kiwanis Towers on their roof. You were in that one, 
right?
greta: Yeah, it was cool.
Marci: Yeah, and then two years later I did another project with the City of North Vancouver and Lonsdale Quay, 
and that was the mosaic that’s inside Lonsdale, and then, there was a second part to that project and they did the 
mosaic that’s outside by the fountain. So, now we’re Studio in the City IV.

44M: How much is the program going to cost?
Marci: Oh, we will be paying you!
greta: It’s basically like, the project itself is volunteer basis, but, at the same time, they will be able to work in the 
studio on their own stuff. So they can come hang out and draw, and a lot of it will be designing work for the mural 
and all that other of stuff, but at the end of it there’s going to be a certain amount of money allotted to each artist 
that participated on the mural. But no, it doesn’t cost anything.
Marci: No, there’s no fee. 
greta: Yeah, there’s no fee, and we will pay you!
Marci: So if people want to email their resumes, we’re hiring for it… Everyone’s going to be interviewed.
greta: Really?.. (laughter) Well, what if we get like, 400 resumes?
Marci: Then we’ll interview 400 people…and we’re not looking for professional artists. Some people are really 
turned off when they see these and think ‘my work is not going to be good enough’ or ‘I haven’t done enough.’ For 
my first project, I submitted my sketchbook. It just had my sketches, and I didn’t have a portfolio, I didn’t have any 
previous work in the arts, I didn’t have anything. So, you know, if you can draw…
greta: Yeah. We want people who are committed, you know, and people who are going to want to do this.

32

Want to apply for the Studio in the City IV? Contact Marci and Greta at:
artontheshore@gmail.com



OUT...
CHECK

For all those artsy types out there, Basic Inquiry is for YOU. This all-in-one 
gallery slash life drawing studio is on lower main street just north of the Main 
St. Skytrain hop-off. Three hour life drawing sessions are held daily, and 
anyone can attend regardless of ability. “We won’t turn anyone away”, says 
Karen Suk, gallery coordinator, “As long as everyone is respectful of the 
models and of everyone else it should be great.” As life drawing has become 
a necessary staple in most portfolio requirements these days, Basic is a great 
resource. “I started coming here right from high school”, says president Paula 
Sawdsky. “It’s a really great atmosphere, we just try to relax and have a good 
time”. A few members from FortyFour Magazine attended a Thursday evening 
sesh and did just that, so if you’re ever in the mood for some intense pencil on 
paper action or just tired of trying to draw your naked self  in the mirror, check 
out Basic Inquiry. For a list of times, complete schedule details, or general 
questions visit:

www.lifedrawing.org
1011 Main Street
Vancouver, BC V6A 4L4
604.681.2855

Photographer: gina Andolfatto   Designer/Writer: Alex Murata



Photographer: gina Andolfatto   Designer/Writer: Alex Murata
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make   art!
sadie’s Art Collaboration In Honour of Sadie Hardman

Check   out   the    other   
submissions   at 

 www.fortyfourmagazine.com 

page

“Live/Love/Laugh” - Alison Jang, Age: 16
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My cure for boredom on a Friday night usually 
includes a few hours of mindless Much Music 
viewing…among other things. If you’re like 
me, odds are you’ve seen some major hip-hop 
action and you’ve wanted to look as smooth, 
as smart and as crisp as those television 
superstars. Well now you can at RNB Dance 
Studios in North Vancouver! Many forms of 
dance are taught at RNB with instruction takes 
place in a relaxed and fun atmosphere. A few 
of us at FortyFour indulged in some basic hip 
hop lessons and the embarrassing results can 
be seen on our website. For professional, top 
quality dance instruction check out RNB. You’ll 
be Jabbawockee’n in no time!!   
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Designer/Writer: Alex Murata

RNB Show – “A Step Above the Rest”
June 27 & 28
Ticket Sales starting on May 20
Centennial Theatre -  984-4484

Registration now open for 2008/2009 season
Contact RNB Dance

Photo Courtesy of gTFOTOFX.

See Video Online
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3026  Edgmont Blvd. 
North Vancouver

Cupcakes!!  
What more can I say?

*edit: small appetite
         on a big budget
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Big appetite on a small budget?
Check out these local eats.

EATS

Cupcakes

2724 West 4th Ave.
Enticing vegatarian cuisine 

served in heafty portions
Open 24/7 !

Naam

2451 Nanaimo St.
$10 or less

All day breaky! For only 
$2.95

Bon’s



RECIPE
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Guacamole
2 avocados
1 clove garlic
1 small tomato
1 1/2 tbsp lime juice
salt + pepper
hot sauce or hot pepper (some like 
it hot, some like it not)

Peel + chop ingredients. Mash in a 
bowl. Serve with baked chips, 
veggies, in a wrap...

FYI:
HEAlTH

An average size avocado has more calories than a 
McDonald’s cheeseburger! But don’t let that discourage 
you. The rough-skinned fruits are absolutely packed with 
vitamins, antioxidants, and digestible fats. The so-called 
“alligator pears” are also great sources of iron for us girlies. 
High in all the right fats and absolutely delicious! 
Too good to be true… or is it?

Photographer: Andy White & Jessica BrodeurDesigner: Jessica Brodeur

The  Aztec  word  for  avocado, 
which   is  ahuacatl,  means 

testicle   tree
Writer: gina Alpen



FOUR
SQUARE

HOROSCOPES
ARIES       March 21 - April 19

The deja vu you’ve been having is actually side effects from the medicine that the aliens 
have been feeding you in your sleep. On top of that, if you accidentally defecate in your 
pants, it’s because you’re allergic to Humoscapin. It’s the medical ingredient in the drug 
that turns your innards into ducks. You may hear quacking.

Yelling at your frayed shoelace to go through that little hole in your shoe isn’t going to 
make it go in any easier. Do something productive for once in your life and take some 
flippin’ scissors to it you douchette! This advanced technology wasn’t invented for 
nothing!

TAURUS                      April 20 - May 20

Financially, things are looking up for you. You’re either being promoted, getting a raise 
in allowance, or your savings goal is about to be reached. Unfortunately, it turns out 
you’re the evil twin that was supposed to be locked up in the attic (that maniacal laugh 
of yours makes sense now doesn’t it?). Your parents may try to fix their mistake and 
lock you away instead. Don’t hold it against them, though, they’re only trying to save 
the world from the terror you may organize.

CANCER                     June 22 - July 22
Your style is more than legit. People dig it, people want it, people need it. They can’t 
get enough! Being the flyest thang on this block, you might just disappear into the 
clouds with freshness. Keep your popped collar-your b*tches will holler.

Just because the road to your left is shorter than the one to your right doesn’t mean 
it’s the best path to take. You can’t rush through every aspect of your life; you may 
miss some crucial information. You need to be patient and hope for the best. (Note: if a 
werewolf is chasing you, take the road to your left).

VIRGO                   August 23 - September 22
You have a slight tendency to be too critical. I know you’re only trying to be constructive, 
but some of the things you say are hurtful to others. On the other hand, your friend 
needs to know that the golden sparkly shirt does not go with those fluorescent pink 
pants. Besides the fact that you are quite prim and healthy, you still have that fun side 
which makes everybody love you, even if you openly don’t like their pants.

LIBRA	 																						September 23 - October 22
You love it when justice is served, but sometimes you try and get away with murder too! 
That’s ok though, ‘cuz people love being adventurous with you, so essentially there are 
no repercussions. People also know your tough, and that may stop them from getting 
too close to you, even though they’d love to help out. Remember that having fun is 
always important, but you don’t need me to tell you that. :)
Oh yeah, beware of rabid squirrels and crazy legumes. I hear they’re vicious.

SAGITTARIUS   November 22 - December 21
Did it ever occur to you that people might actually get sick from your positive attitude? 
gawd! People either love you or hate you, and often the people who hate you are really just 
jealous. So don’t worry.
It’s possible that one of your parents is turning into a thermos. It’s not genetic, so you’re in 
the clear, but it’s very contagious, so really, you’re not in the clear. The only way to reverse 
the transformation is to eat large amounts of soup and hot liquids! go! Now!

CAPRICORN       December 22 - January 19
You love being secure. The thought of being pushed out of your comfort zone is nasty. 
Ah don’t worry. You’re so nice that most people won’t blame you. Beware of the monkey 
living in your attic. Throw a fish at it if it attacks, but make sure not to provoke it on 
purpose! Hey, did you know you’re a Sea goat?
Anyway, you need to work on your jokes.

AQUARIUS          January 20 - February 18
It’s time for your aggressive teenage rebellion to simmer down. Stop and think about it. 
Your individuality is worth fighting for but you don’t have to be a jerk. On a lighter note, 
you will survive the invasion of Mutant-Zombie-Turkeys. 

PISCES                         February 19 - March 20
It’s time to put a stop to the procrastination and get to work. Not every shiny reflection, 
passing cloud, or plastic bag blowing in the wind, needs your attention. Forget about them 
for now. Your innocent disposition has fooled everyone until now. Some one is suspicious 
of you. For the sake of the mission, they must be found.

Writer: Alice Herron & Liz Hughes/Andy White   Designer: Michelle Davis

Your urges to become a detective are beginning to annoy people. They like the fact 
that you are one crazy dude, but being nosy won’t get you anywhere. Well, actually, it 
might…and hey, don’t worry about opening up to people. You may feel like you’re being 
taken for granted a lot, but some people really don’t know how to act around you. Just 
pretend they’re gophers, and that’ll make you laugh.

SCORPIO   October 23 - November	21

LEO                    July 23 - August 22

GEMINI                             May 21 - June 21



LIBRA	 																						September 23 - October 22

SAGITTARIUS   November 22 - December 21

CAPRICORN       December 22 - January 19

AQUARIUS          January 20 - February 18

PISCES                         February 19 - March 20

Spoons are as old as knives and both have been used to 
prepare and to eat food for many thousands of years.
New Jersey has a spoon museum with more than 5,400 
spoons from every state and almost every country in the world.
There were about 19,000 spoons on the Titanic. 
In Southeast Asia, spoons are the primary utensils used for 
eating; forks are used only to push food onto the spoon.
Spoons can also be used as a musical instrument.
Big spoon or little spoon?

ABOUT:

SPOONING
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SAMURAI  BOY

CHARGE!!

in  sibling  rivalry



STORY & ART BY: AlICE HERRON & lIZ HUGHES
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